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NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

REGULAR SESSION 

November 16, 2015 
 

Be It Remembered that the Board of Commissioners of Northampton County met on 

November 16, 2015 with the following present:  Fannie Greene, Joseph Barrett, Chester 

Deloatch, Virginia Spruill, and Robert Carter  

    

Others Present:  Kimberly Turner, Scott McKellar, and Michelle Nelson 

 

  

Agenda Work Session:  

 

A 10-minute work session was held to discuss today’s agenda items. Chairwoman Greene called 

upon County Manager Kimberly Turner for input. Ms. Turner noted that under Tab 7, Cheryl 

Warren will be presenting for John White; under Tab 8 Ronald Storey will be presenting on 

behalf of Chuck Joyner, and under Tab 10 we will be adding a request to draw down lottery 

funds from a representative for Northampton County Schools.  

 

Regular Session: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone, and announced when 

citizens could make comments. Commissioner Carter gave the Invocation, and the Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited. Chairwoman Greene recognized the student representative, Jaquel Hill 

from KIPP Gaston. 

 

Approval of Regular Session Minutes for November 2, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Regular Session Minutes for November 2, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  

Motion carried. 

 

Approval of Agenda for November 16, 2015: 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve the 

amended agenda for November 16, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Public Hearing- Staff Amendment to Zoning Ordinance: 

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed Regular Session to enter into a Public Hearing. 

 

Mr. William Flynn, Planning and Zoning Director, appeared before the Board to present a group 

of staff initiated amendments to the Northampton County Zoning Ordinance. The amendments 

are presented to clean up some text or for the purpose of adding new uses and modifying some of 

the uses currently allowed in some districts. 

 

Mr. Flynn explained each amendment stating the intent of that amendment and discussing what 

the proposed amendment will be. 
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Mr. Flynn explained Amendment 52014Z-ACC, noting that an application fee associated with 

this zoning permit will be due each time a citizen applies for an extension. There was a 

discussion amongst the Board concerning the additional fees—if it is necessary for citizens to 

pay them, or if they can be waived.  

 

Chairwoman Greene called for questions from the public.  

 

Mr. Albert Vann asked to speak concerning this particular amendment. He mentioned that he has 

a problem with the $20 fee that was mentioned. He said that he already buys a couple of permits 

from the County, and he feels that the County is going to permit and tax the citizens to death. He 

also said that sometimes a project—such as building a house—does not work as timely as it does 

on paper (referring to the time limit attached to the amendment). 

 

Commissioner Carter asked Ms. Turner if she could do some research to see if Northampton 

County is comparable to adjacent counties as far as permits. Ms. Turner mentioned that when 

Department Heads present an increase of fees to the Board, they always include a comparison of 

where we stand with other counties, and that has already been done in this case. However, she 

will get this information back to the Board if they so desire.  

 

After Mr. Flynn explained Amendment 72014Z-SOLAR, Mr. Albert Vann had an additional 

question. He wanted to know if the placement of wires that Mr. Flynn mentioned was in line 

with the Electrical code. He had a concern about the code that electricians are supposed to follow 

and what this ordinance will propose.  

 

Chairwoman Greene closed the Public Hearing to go back into regular session. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve 

amendment 22014Z-HI.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that amendment 12014Z-

LI be adopted.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve the 32014Z-

ACC amendment.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve amendment 

42014Z-ACC.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to approve the 

Amendment (52014Z-ACC) with a one-time fee of $20 for the container on the property. 

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve Amendment 

62014Z-LOT SIZE.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Robert Carter to approve Amendment 

82014Z-DEF for definition for Solar Power Generation Facilities.  Question Called:  All present 

voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve 

Amendment 92014Z-DEF.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adopt Amendment 

72014Z-SOLAR.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Flynn stated that he will make the appropriate text amendment removing the $20 fee for the 

two renewal periods. These amendments will take effect on January 1, 2016 
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Public Hearing- Citizen Request to Amend Ordinance: 

 

Chairwoman Greene recessed regular session to go into a Public Hearing. 

 

Mr. Flynn appeared before the Board again with a Public Hearing for the purpose of receiving 

and considering public input on an amendment to the Northampton County Zoning Ordinance as 

proposed by a citizen of Northampton County. The amendment (if adopted) will allow slaughter 

houses to be located throughout the County in Agricultural-Residential districts as a conditional 

use on parcels.  

 

County Attorney McKellar asked if Mr. Titus Miller could address the Board at this time. Mr. 

Miller came up to plead his case, to share letters from NCDENR that determined that his waste 

disposal activity for his facility meets the requirements by the Division of Water Resources, and 

NCDA that states his facility has kept in contact with their office to make sure that he was 

following regulations and guidelines set forth by the Department of Agriculture. There were 

other citizens present that wanted to make comments: 

 

 Mr. Matt Glover is a resident of the County and a neighbor of Mr. Miller’s. He feels that 

Mr. Miller’s facility is an asset to the County and provides service to County residents. 

He asked the Board to give serious consideration to tweaking the ordinance to work out 

this issue for Mr. Miller. 

 Mr. Todd Newsome from Branchville, VA is in support of Mr. Miller. He said Mr. 

Miller’s facility exceeds some of the most clean and pristine facilities that he’s 

encountered in other areas, and he has had animals processed by Mr. Miller.  

 Mr. David Iles was also speaking in support of Mr. Miller’s facility. He said the County 

(and surrounding areas) need this facility. He says the ordinance is restricting Mr. Miller, 

and in turn restricting the local farmers. He said the facility is not able to function 

sufficiently because of the ordinance. 

 Mr. William Harris wanted to add that Mr. Miller has been handcuffed with a 

technicality. He said Mr. Miller is already processing the meat, but the County won’t let 

him dispatch the animals the way it needs to be done. 

 Mr. Daryl Miller who is Mr. Miller’s son mentioned that he works in the shop, and he 

feels that slaughtering on site is cleaner, better for the customer, and more efficient for 

them. He would like to see if the County can work something out that makes sense for the 

facility.  

 

Mr. Flynn reminded the Board that you don’t make amendments to an ordinance for one person, 

but you make amendments when there is a need, and for the good of the County as a whole. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill that the proposed 

amendment be denied.  Question Called:  yes (Commissioners Carter and Spruill); no 

(Commissioners Barrett, Deloatch, and Greene).  Motion failed. 

 

Chairwoman Greene noted that she is not sure how to fix this problem, but that it needs to be 

fixed. There was a discussion as to what the solution should be. 

 

Chairwoman Greene asked that Mr. Flynn and staff get together to see what can be done for Mr. 

Miller to fix the situation. Mr. Flynn said that he can do that. 
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Mobile Crises Services Information: 

 

Mr. Neil Brothers, Mobile Crisis Services Supervisor from Integrated Family Services appeared 

before the Board with a presentation regarding their mobile crisis services and their efforts to 

partner with Northampton County. This service is a 24/7 crises team which assists in mental 

health, substance abuse, and the intellectual developmental disabled population. Mr. Brothers 

noted that they may be especially helpful to the law enforcement and EMS departments. 

 

Chairwoman Greene noted that the Board will review the information that Mr. Dempsey 

presented, and they look forward to him coming back at another meeting. 

 

Budget Amendments: 

 

Ms. Leslie Edwards, Finance Officer, appeared before the Board with Budget Amendments 18-

22. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Chester Deloatch to approve budget 

amendments 18-22.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Access East Contract: 

 

Ms. Cheryl Warren appeared before the Board to request approval of an agreement between the 

Northampton County Health Department and Access East, Inc. for the purpose of staffing 

employees to provide project-specific services.  

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Chester Deloatch that the Northampton 

County Board of Commissioners approve the agreement between Northampton County Health 

Department and Access East, Inc. for the purpose of staffing employees to provide project-

specific services with an effective date of April 1, 2015.  Question Called:  All present voting 

yes.  Motion carried. 
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Lease Purchase of New Ambulance and Lease Purchase of 2016 ¾ Ton Truck: 

 

Mr. Ronnie Storey, Emergency Management Director, appeared before the Board (on behalf of 

Chuck Joyner) to obtain approval to move forward with the lease purchase of one new 2016 

Chevrolet G4500 ambulance. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the 

ambulance service to lease purchase one 2016 Chevrolet G4500 ambulance from Select Custom 

Apparatus for the price of $138,094.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Storey also appeared before the Board to obtain approval to move forward with the lease 

purchase of a 2016 Ford F-350 truck to be used by the EMS Supervisor. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to authorize the 

Northampton County ambulance service to lease purchase the 2016 Ford F-350 truck for 

$38,572.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Ad Valorem Tax Appeals and Motor Vehicle Refunds: 

 

Mrs. Cathy Allen, Tax Administrator, appeared before the Board to obtain approval to release or 

refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed in the amount of $2,484.71 on 15 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Joseph Barrett to approve the request.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Allen also asked to obtain Board approval to release or refund Ad Valorem taxes assessed 

in the amount of $1,660.19 on 27 appeals. 

 

A motion was made by Chester Deloatch and seconded by Robert Carter to approve.  Question 

Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Management Matters: 

 

Ms. Kimberly Turner, County Manager, appeared before the Board with several items: 

 

 She let the Board know that she is still working on scheduling the meeting with Senator 

Smith-Ingram and Representative Wray. Right now, it is tentatively scheduled for 

December 7, 2015 at 2:30 pm.  

 She gave a reminder that the Commissioners/Mayors meeting is scheduled for November 

30
th

 at 7:00 pm. She asked if the Board had any topics of discussion to let the Clerk know 

by Friday. 

 The Board retreat is tomorrow from 10:00 am-4:00 pm at the Club at Lake Gaston 

Resort. 

 Ms. Turner also officially introduced Mr. Duane Ashmon to the Board as the Veteran’s/ 

Safety Officer. Mr. Ashmon was our Facilities Coordinator previously at the Cultural and 

Wellness Center for two years. He began his new position on August 17
th

 of this year. 

 

Request to Draw Down Lottery Funds: 

 

Mr. Joe Holloway, Finance Officer for Northampton County Schools, appeared before the Board 

to request lottery funds for the last portion of Conway Middle School’s roof repair. 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Barrett and seconded by Virginia Spruill to release the lottery 

funds to the school system in the amount of $75,000 for roof repairs on Conway Middle School.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 
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Citizens/Board Comments: 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for citizens comments. 

 

None were heard. 

 

Chairwoman Greene called for Board comments. 

 

Chairwoman Greene mentioned that Thomas Lucas, a Commissioner from Wilson County 

recently passed away. She said he had a wonderful home going service.  

 

Chairwoman Greene also called upon the student representative and asked him if he had any 

comments. He said he learned a lot as far as how to handle a discussion, and consider others’ 

opinions. Ms. Pomranky, the counselor from KIPP was also present. She stated that she enjoyed 

the meeting and that it was very interesting. 

 

A motion was made by Virginia Spruill and seconded by Robert Carter to recess regular session.  

Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Chester Deloatch to enter into closed 

session for the purpose of G.S. 143-318.11 (a)(4) for an EDC Report.  Question Called:  All 

present voting yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Closed Session G.S. 143-318.11 (a)(4):  

 

A motion was made by Robert Carter and seconded by Virginia Spruill to adjourn closed session 

to enter into regular session to adjourn.  Question Called:  All present voting yes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Michelle Nelson, Clerk to the Board 

“r.m. 11-16-15” 


